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WATERWISE REBATES � AXING 

363. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 
In a clear contradiction of the minister�s statement given to this house on 1 April, I draw his attention to the 
recent newspaper reports stating that in light of rapidly decreasing dam levels, the Water Corporation is now 
pleading with customers to conserve water. 

(1) Did the minister mislead this house by falsely claiming that Western Australia�s water consumption 
culture had changed? 

(2) Will the minister now admit that the real reason for axing the Waterwise rebate program was to meet 
the Treasurer�s three per cent efficiency dividend? 

(3) Given the Water Corporation�s dramatic call for reducing water use, when will the minister implement 
the replacement program for Waterwise? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
(1)-(3) I thank the member for Cockburn for the question. I thought that perhaps he might have got some of the 

answers to his questions in the response I gave to a previous question on this very issue. 

Mr F.M. Logan: It was a misleading answer. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: In no way was it misleading. 

I have explained to the member for Cockburn and other members of the house previously that there are a couple 
of reasons why the Waterwise rebate program was not continued. It is very important to recognise that the 
former government left no money in the forward estimates for this rebate scheme. It is very hypocritical of 
members opposite to raise this issue when they know that this plan was finite. More particularly, there was 
evidence that the scheme had run its course. 

Several members interjected. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: The saturation point had been reached.  

Mr F.M. Logan: That�s rubbish, and you know it. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: As I said previously�the member for Cockburn knows this�when this program began, just 
four water-efficient washing machines could be bought in the marketplace. Today, one would be hard-pressed to 
buy a washing machine in the marketplace that was not water efficient. There are 120 water-efficient washing 
machines on the market today. The member for Cockburn is aware of that. The program had reached saturation 
point; it had done its job. 

Mr F.M. Logan: You told the house that the culture of consumers had changed. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It had changed the culture of the way people think about water efficiency. 

Mr F.M. Logan: And we�re 25 per cent overdrawn. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: This week I attended Applecross Senior High School and launched an educational 
interactive website program for children. For the first time, water science has been incorporated in the year 11 
TEE course. That is how the culture has changed. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Meanwhile we�re 25 per cent overdrawn this year. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: We needed to think of something new, other than continuing on the same track that the mob 
opposite wants us to keep taking. 

Mr F.M. Logan: You�ve done nothing. 

The SPEAKER: Earlier in question time, member for Cockburn, I told the member for Armadale that I would 
provide her with the opportunity to ask a supplementary question. I am sure that the member for Cockburn will 
want to ask one, and he might want to incorporate some of his spirit and feeling into that supplementary 
question. I formally call him for the first time. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: I and other members on this side of the house take very seriously the question of 
sustainability for this most valuable resource�water�in the state of Western Australia. 
Mr F.M. Logan: Why did you axe the program? 
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Dr G.G. JACOBS: The water rebate scheme had a finite life. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: In fact, it had achieved saturation point with more than 350 000 users. I believe we have to 
move on with new, enterprising and more revolutionary ways of trying to conserve the sustainability of this 
resource. Admittedly, we are faced with a very dry spell. I ask people in the house and the people of Western 
Australia to use this resource wisely.  
 


